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2415.01 ACADEMIC STANDARDS., ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS,
AND ACCOUNTABILITY

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), a reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA), requires New Jersey to implement a single accountability
system to include challenging academic content and academic achievement standards. The

accountability requirements under NCLB were built on the foundation of the former Improving
America’s Schools Act (IASA).

To meet the Federal requirements, New Jersey has adopted the New Jersey Single Accountability
System. State assessments in language arts literacy and mathematics are based on the New Jersey
Core Curriculum Content Standards. All pupils enrolled in New Jersey public schools, plus all
pupil subgroups, must meet the proficiency benchmarks to ensure the goal of 100% proficiency.
Pupils must score either “proficient” or “advanced proficient” on the assessments to be counted
toward meeting the benchmarks.

Schools are evaluated using adequate yearly progress (AYP) indicators. Pupil achievement is
determined by grade span (Elementary School — grades three through five, Middle School —
grades six through eight, and High School — grades nine through twelve) and in each content
area. There are indicators that must be met (including participation and proficiency rates) plus a
secondary indicator. A safe harbor calculation is applied to measure significant progress if the
benchmark is missed. When a school does not meet AYP for two consecutive years in the same
content area, it is designated as a “school in need of improvement.”

AYP shall be calculated for all New Jersey schools under the provisions of NCLB. Schools that
do not meet AYP as defined under NCLB are placed into one of the following categories. Title I
schools in need of improvement must implement the sanctions for each category.

Year 1 — Early Warning: A school that does not make AYP for one year is placed into
“early warning” status.

Year 2 — In Need of Improvement/School Choice: A school that does not make AYP for
two consecutive years in the same content area is designated as a “school in need of
improvement.” Parents/legal guardians shall be promptly notified if their child’s school
has been designated as in need of improvement. For Title I schools certain interventions
apply, including intradistrict school choice (or supplemental educational services if
choice is not available) and development of a school improvement plan (Title I Unified
Plan). The district must offer the school technical assistance to address the areas that
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caused the school to be in need of improvement. Parents/legal guardians shall be notified
of their right to request intradistrict public school choice and parents/legal guardians of
eligible pupils shall be notified of the availability of supplemental educational services, if
choice is not available, including the provider list Web address.

Year 3 — In Need of Improvement/Supplemental Educational Services (SES): A school
that does not make AYP for three consecutive years in the same content area shall
continue to be identified as a “school in need of improvement.” The Title I school must
continue to offer intradistrict school choice and must also offer SES to eligible pupils.
Technical assistance must continue to be offered by the district, parents must receive
notification of the school’s status, and the school improvement plan (Title I Unified Plan)
is updated annually. Parents/legal guardians of eligible pupils shall be notified of the
availability of supplemental educational services, if choice is not available, including the
provider list Web address.

The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) offers school support by engaging a
team of experienced professionals to conduct an extensive school review called
Collaborative Assessment and Planning for Achievement (CAPA). The CAPA team
interviews stakeholders and staff, reviews school and district documents, and conducts
on-site observations to develop a report that contains recommendations for school
improvement, which then becomes part of the Title I Unified Plan.

Year 4 — Corrective Action: A school that does not make AYP for four consecutive years
in the same content area is identified as a school in corrective action. The Title I school
must continue to offer intradistrict school choice and SES, notify parents of the school’s
status, revise its school improvement plan (Title I Unified Plan), and receive technical
assistance from the district and the NJDOE.

The district must take at least one of the following corrective actions:

L Provide, for all relevant staff, appropriate, scientifically research-based
professional development that is likely to improve academic achievement of low-
performing pupils.

2 Institute a new curriculum grounded in scientifically-based research and provide

appropriate professional development to support its implementation.

3 Extend the length of the school year or school day.
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4 Replace the school staff who are deemed relevant to the school not making
adequate progress.
5. Significantly decrease management authority at the school.
6. Restructure the internal organization of the school.
7. Appoint one or more outside experts to advise the school how to revise and

strengthen the improvement plan it created while in school improvement status
and how to address the specific issues underlying the school’s continued inability
to make AYP.

Year 5 — Planning for Restructuring: A Title I school that does not make AYP for five
consecutive years in the same content area must plan to restructure. The restructuring
plan is implemented at the beginning of the following school year if the school continues
to miss AYP benchmarks and moves to Year 6. During the planning year, the Title I
school must continue to offer intradistrict school choice and SES, notify parents of the
school’s status and invite parent input during the restructuring process, and receive
technical assistance from the district and the NJDOE. The technical assistance design for
a school being restructured emphasizes the following:

L. The importance of improving instruction by using strategies grounded in
scientifically-based research so that all children in the school achieve proficiency
in the core academic subjects of language arts and mathematics.

2 The importance of analyzing and applying data in decision-making.
The restructuring plan must include one of the following alternative governance systems
for the school as outlined by NCLB regulations and consistent with New Jersey practice

and statutes:

1. Implement any major restructuring of the school’s governance that is consistent
with the principles of restructuring as set forth in the No Child Left Behind Act.

2. Re-open the school as a public charter school as defined by State statute and
regulation (N.J.S.A. 18A:36A-1 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 6A).
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3. Replace all or most of the school staff, which may include the Principal, who are
relevant to the school’s inability to make adequate progress (consistent with
existing contractual provisions and applicable statutory protections in Title 18A).

Year 6 — Restructuring-1: A Title I school that does not make AYP for six consecutive
years in the same content area must implement the approved restructuring plan. The Title
I school must continue to offer intradistrict school choice and SES, notify parents of the
school’s status and invite parent input and support during the implementation process,
and receive technical assistance from the district and the NJDOE. Technical assistance is
critical to help school staff remain focused on increasing pupil achievement while the
school is adjusting to potentially radical changes in its administration and governance
structures. A CAPA visit will occur at the school to determine the fidelity of
implementation of the restructuring plans and to review the governance structure of the
school.

Year 7 (and over) — Restructuring-2 (and over): If the school has not made AYP for
seven or more consecutive years, the NJDOE will meet with school and district
administrators to continually review implementation of the restructuring plan/Title |
Unified Plan. Benchmark meetings with NJDOE staff, the school, and the district will
occur twice a year to assess and support implementation of the school improvement plan.

Removal from Early Warning/Improvement Status: To be removed from early warning or
improvement status, the school must make AYP for two consecutive years in the content
area that caused the school to go into status, providing the school makes AYP in the other
content areas. The first year of making AYP is a “hold year” and the school does not
progress to the next sanction level, but must continue to implement current interventions.
If the school does not make AYP the year following “hold,” the school goes back into
improvement status at the level prior to the hold year.

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, §1111

Adopted: 24 March 2011
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2415.02 TITLE 1 — FISCAL RESPONSIBILITIES

The Board of Education will comply with the requirements of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act (ESEA) of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.) as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).

Maintenance of Effort

To be in compliance with the requirements of the ESEA as amended by the ESSA, the Board of
Education will maintain either a combined fiscal effort per student or aggregate expenditures of State and
local funds with respect to the provision of the free public education by the Local Education Agency
(LEA) for the preceding fiscal year that is not less than ninety percent of the combined fiscal effort per
student or the aggregate expenditures for the second preceding fiscal year.

Comparability with Multiple Schools

To be in compliance with the requirements of the ESEA as amended by the ESSA, the Board of
Education directs the Superintendent to assign teachers, administrators, and auxiliary personnel to the
schools in such a way that the equivalence of personnel is ensured among schools. The school district
will ensure that State and local funds are used to provide comparable services for Title I and non-Title I
schools.

Comparability of Materials and Supplies

To be in compliance with the requirements of the ESEA as amended by the ESSA, the Board of
Education directs the Superintendent to distribute curriculum materials and instructional supplies to the
schools in such a way that the equivalence of such material is ensured among schools.

Supplement, Not Supplant

Grant funds provided under Federal programs, including the ESEA as amended by the ESSA, shall
supplement, not supplant the funds that would, in the absence of such Federal funds, be made available
from State and local sources for the education of students participating in programs assisted under the
ESEA as amended by the ESSA.

Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.) as amended by the Every

Student Succeeds Act.

Adopted: March 16, 2021
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2415.03 HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS

The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) requires all teachers be or become highly qualified in
the core academic content area(s) they teach in accordance with the United States
Department of Education and the New Jersey Department of Education highly qualified
teacher requirements.

Teachers who have achieved highly qualified status retain highly qualified status
permanently for the teaching assignment designated on the approved highly qualified teacher
forms. No teacher providing direct instruction in core content areas is grandfathered or
exempt from this process.

The district shall maintain the appropriate highly qualified documentation for all teachers
who provide direct instruction in core content areas. When a teacher changes teaching
assignments, which requires different content expertise, additional highly qualified teacher
forms must be completed and kept on file within the district. Highly qualified teacher
documentation should be completed for all new teachers and for those with new teaching
assignments at the beginning of each school year.

When a teacher obtains employment in a new school district, the new district must contact
the previous place of employment to have the teacher’s official highly qualified teacher
forms sent to the new district. A teacher hired from another State must hold New Jersey
certification and must meet New Jersey’s highly qualified teacher requirements. Out-of-State
teachers may provide documentation to support their highly qualified teacher status from the
previous State in which they taught.

All Title I schools must send out a Right-to-Know letter in the beginning of every school
year informing parent(s) or legal guardian(s) that they have the right to know the
qualifications of their child’s teacher. The letter should be sent by all Title I and non-Title I
districts. In addition, in all Title I schools, the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of pupils whose
teacher is not yet highly qualified must be notified. Copies of these letters must be kept on
file in the school.

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, §1119

Adopted: February 16, 2010
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2415.04 PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

A school district that receives Title I funds must implement programs, activities and
procedures for the involvement of parents in programs assisted by Title I funding. The
district will reserve not less than one percent of its allocation under Subpart 2 to carry out
these requirements, which shall include promoting family literacy and parenting skills.
Parents of pupils receiving Title I services shall be involved in the decisions regarding how
funds will be allotted for parental involvement activities. The district is not required to
reserve at least one percent of its allocation under Subpart 2 if the one percent of the district’s
allocation is $5,000.00 or less.

Each school served with Title I funds shall jointly develop with, and distribute to,
parents of participating pupils, this parental involvement policy, agreed on by such parents,
that shall describe the means for carrying out the requirements of No Child Left Behind Act
(NCLB) of 2001, §1119(a) through (f). Parents will be notified of this policy in an
understandable and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language the
parents can understand. This policy shall be made available to the local community and
updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and schools within the district.

“Parent”, for the purposes of this policy, means a parent and/or legal guardian.
“School”, for the purposes of this policy, is a specific school in a Target Assistance Title I
program or schools within the district in a school-wide Title I program.

Policy Involvement
Each school served with Title I funds will:

1. Convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of
participating pupils shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform
parents of their school’s participation and the requirements of this Policy, and
the right of the parents to be involved;

2. Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or
evening, and may provide, with Title I funds, transportation, child care, or
home visits, as such services relate to parental involvement;
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3. Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning,
review, and improvement of programs, including the planning, review, and
improvement of the school parental involvement policy and the joint
development of the school-wide program plan under NCLB, §1114(b)(2);

4. Provide parents of participating pupils:
a. timely information about programs required by NCLB, §1118;
b. a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school,

the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress,
and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet; and

C. if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate
suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to
the education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions as
soon as practicably possible; and

5. Submit any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the plan
available to the Board of Education, if the school-wide program plan under

§1114(b) (2) of NCLB is not satisfactory to the parents of participating pupils.

Shared Responsibilities For High Student Academic Achievement

Each school served by Title I funds shall jointly develop with parents of all pupils
served with Title I funds, a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school
staff, and pupils will share the responsibility for improved pupil academic achievement and
the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help
children achieve the State’s high standards. The compact will:

L Describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and
instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the
pupils served by Title I funds to meet the State’s student academic
achievement standards, and the ways in which
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each parent will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning, such
as monitoring attendance, homework completion, and television watching;
volunteering in their child’s classroom; and participating, as appropriate, in
decisions relating to the education of their children and positive use of
extracurricular time; and

2 Address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an
ongoing basis through, at a minimum:

a. parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually,
during which the compact shall be discussed as the compact relates to
the individual pupil’s achievement;

b. frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress; and

C. reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in
their child’s class, and observation of classroom activities.

Building Capacity For Involvement

To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the
school involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, each
school and school district assisted with Title I funds:

L Shall provide assistance to parents of pupils served by the school in
understanding such topics as the State’s academic content standards and State
student academic achievement standards, State and local academic
assessments, the requirements of this Policy, and how to monitor a child’s
progress and work with educators to improve the achievement of their
children;

2 Shall provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children
to improve their children’s achievement, such as literacy training and using
technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement;
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3. Shall educate teachers, pupil services personnel, Building Principals, and
other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of
contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and
work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent
programs, and build ties between parents and the school;

4 Shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent
involvement programs and activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early
Reading First, Even Start, the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool
Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers Program, and public preschool and other
programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that
encourage and support parents to more fully participate in the education of
their children;

5. Shall ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings,
and other activities is sent to the parents of participating children in a format
and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand,;

6. May involve parents in the development of training for teachers, Principals,
and other educators to improve the effectiveness of such training;

7. May provide necessary literacy training from Title I funds if the school
district has exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for
such training;

& May pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parental

involvement activities, including transportation and child care costs, to enable
parents to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions;

0. May train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents;
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10. May arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home
conferences between teachers or other educators, who work directly with
participating children, with parents who are unable to attend such conferences
at school, in order to maximize parental involvement and participation;

11. May adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental
involvement;
12 May establish a district-wide parent advisory council to provide advice on all

matters related to parental involvement in Title I programs;

13. May develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and
businesses in parent involvement activities; and

14. Shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement
activities under this Policy as parents may request.

Accessibility

In carrying out the parental involvement requirements of NCLB, §1118 and this
Policy, the school and school district, to the extent practicable, shall provide full
opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with
disabilities, and parents of migratory children, to include providing information and school
reports required under NCLB, §1111 in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language
such parents understand.

The district will inform parents of any parental information and resource centers that
provide training, information, and support to parents and individuals who work with local
parents, school districts, and schools receiving Title I funds.

The Superintendent of Schools will submit this Policy to the New Jersey Department
of Education for review to be sure the Policy meets the requirements of NCLB, §1118.

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, §1118

Adopted: 15 January 2008



